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30th Anniversary Friends 
Lunch 
 
The Friends of Dundee City Archives had 
their first meeting on 18th April 1989. To 
celebrate we have arranged the annual 
Friends lunch to coincidence with the 30th 
Anniversary. The lunch will take place at 
Dundee and Angus College, Kingsway 
Campus on Friday 19th April 2019 at 
12.00pm.  
 
Three course lunch for £9:50 (including 
gratuity). Any refreshments at the bar must 
be paid for in addition to this total. 
Payment must be made on booking and is 
non- refundable.  
 
Please note we must vacate the restaurant 
by 2pm. 
 
Any dietary needs should be notified when 
booking. Please contact Archives office to 
book your place. You can email 
archives@dundeecity.gov.uk or telephone 
01382 434494 
 
Numbers are limited, so please book 
as soon as possible and no later than 
Wednesday 27th March.  

Death of Mervyn Rolfe, CBE, DL  
 
The Friends of Dundee City Archives were 
saddened to hear of the death of Mr 
Mervyn Rolfe. As Lord Provost of Dundee 
from 1996 to 1999 Mr Rolfe was a good 
friend to us and he continued his 
association with the Friends as a member. 
We send his family our deepest sympathy.  
 

Appreciation of the work of the 
Volunteers 
 
We were delighted to hear from George 
Haggerty that he was using material 
regarding imports of pottery to Dundee 
recorded by David Shapton, one of our 
volunteers. David now lives in Bristol, and 
the message that his work is being used and 
appreciated has been passed on to him. 
 
“Transcribed by A.H. Millar and published 
in 1898, is the only published cargo list 
which shows what is likely to be post 
medieval pottery (rather than metal 
vessels), being imported into Scotland as a 
bulk commodity.  
 
In total 9 merchants brought over 84 dozen 
i.e. just over a thousand pots from Roane 
(Rouen), which in the 17th century along 
with Dieppe were the sources of most 
manufactured goods entering Scotland, of 
high value in relation to their bulk, (Lynch 
1996, 281). 
 
Friends of Dundee City Archives 

https://fdca.org.uk/17thC_ShipListA.html”  
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What’s new in the Archives 
 
For the past few months we have been busy 
at the Archives collecting records from 
schools across the city. Our aim is to make 
sure that all historic records that are not 
used as part of exhibitions are safely stored 
in the Archives. This way people can easily 
view them in our searchroom and we can 
avoid the records getting lost or destroyed. 
So far we have added records from 
Rosebank, MacAlpine, SS Peter and Paul 
RC, Craigiebarns, Mill of Mains, Powrie, 
Ancrum Road Primary Schools and Harris 
Academy.  
 
You may have also seen information about 
our first accession of 2019 in the Courier. 
The records of Isabella Philp, who passed 
away last year, were donated to the 
Archives (Ref: GD/X1464). Sadly she had 
no family to pass her records on to. But a 
note was found amongst her possessions 
instructing her friends to offer the records 
to Dundee City Archives. The collection 
largely relates to Isabella’s early life and 
experiences working in the Blackness 
Foundry and the nearby shell factory. 
A gentleman from the Highlands recently 
donated the diary of James Kidd, seaman. 
The diary dates from 1853-1855 and 
records James’ time aboard several ships, 
including the ‘John Oldham’ and 
‘Polmaise’. During one voyage he visits the 
Crimean peninsula and there are some 
references to the war which is still ongoing.  
 
We also received a donation of records 
relating to William Keir, who was a baker 
with shops on Balgowan Avenue and 
Craigie Avenue (Ref: GD/X1469). For a 
short time he ran his business under the 
name Doughnuts (Dundee) Ltd. It seems 
that he won many prizes for his sultana 
cake, shortbread and Dundee cake.  
  
The Archives was also contacted by a 
charity shop in Glenrothes, who informed 
us that they had a collection of old 
photographs of Dundee. For a donation 
they agreed to sell the photographs to the 
Archives. We are not sure if these were 
collected by one person. Some of the 

images appear to be postcards, whereas 
others are photographs. So it is possible 
they belonged to a family. Subject to 
copyright we may be able to digitise these 
in the future.  
 
 

 
 
What’s Your Favourite 
Document? 
 
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of 
Dundee City Archives and the 30th 
anniversary of the Friends of Dundee City 
Archives. One of the ways we are marking 
this occasion is with a series of displays in 
the searchroom of people's favourite 
documents. And we want to feature your 
favourites.  
 
It could be a photograph of the street where 
you grew up, or maybe you really like an 
old map of the city that we hold, or is your 
favourite a school register?  
 
It can be something you have worked on as 
a volunteer, something you have looked at 
whilst doing some research or maybe it just 
means something to you or your family. 
Whatever it is, we want to know!  
 
We are hoping to use these in a display in 
the searchroom and possibly on the 
Dundee City Archives blog. We will ask 
your permission before using your name or 
words in any format. 
 
If you would like to take part please 
complete the attached form and tell us 
about your favourite document. You can 
either email the form back to us or hand in 
a form to any member of staff during your 
next visit to the Archives.  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

  

 
 
Friday 15th March: Red Nose Day  
 
We will be having a bake sale in the 
Archives Public Lounge from 10am. So 
please come along, grab something nice to 
eat and donate to this great cause.  
Donations of cakes, biscuits and other 
goodies are very welcome.  
 

Saturday 16th March 
Scottish Church History Society 
Spring Conference, 10am – 4pm 

 
This conference will be held at St Andrews 
Parish Church and will feature our very 
own Iain Flett speaking about fragments 
of a 14th century document that were 
found in the Protocol Books of Thomas 
Ireland held Dundee City Archives. A 
full programme can be found at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-
spring-conference-tickets-
54519308720. You can also buy tickets 
from this site.  
 

Wednesday 27th March, 6pm 
 
Centenary Screening Of ‘Daddy Long Legs’ 

(1919) with live piano accompaniment at 

the Baxter Suite, Rm 1.36, Tower Building 

University of Dundee. The Baxter Suite will 

open at 6pm for a wine reception with the 

introduction beginning at 6.15pm and the 

screening starting at 6.30pm. For further 

information please contact Dr Keith 

Williams (k.b.williams@dundee.ac.uk) 

Wednesday 3rd April, 2pm 
 
There will be another chance to hear 
Iain Flett’s talk about the Scottish 
Cemetery at Calcutta, in case you 
missed it in January. He will be 
speaking to the Coldside History Group 
at the Central Library. 
 

Thursday 9th May  
 
“An Englishman Abroad” at Steps 
Theatre, Wellgate Central Library, 
2pm.  

 
Iain Flett, in association with the FDCA 
and Dundee Central Library, will be 
showing this film which used the Caird 
Hall and City Square as stand ins for 
Moscow. Please note that the film runs for 
one hour and this will be the only showing.  
 

Saturday 25th May,  11am 
 
FDCA will hold its AGM in the Glasite Hall 
of St Andrews Parish Church, Cowgate, 
Dundee. Further details will be sent out to 
all members. 
 

Wednesday 19th June  
FDCA 30th Birthday Party, 2-4pm 
 
We will be having a cake and chat event in 
June. But seeing as this is the Friend’s 30th 
year, we thought we would make this a 
birthday party. So why not come along, 
grab some cake and help us celebrate in 
Committee Room 4 in the corridor just 
before the Archives. There will also be a 
display of showing the last 30 years of the 
Friends and what they have done.  
 

28th-30th August 2019 
 
British Association for Victorian Studies 
Annual Conference "Victorian Renewals" 
Will be held at University of Dundee. 
Hosted by the University and the Scottish 
Centre for Victorian and Neo-Victorian 
Studies this conference will take place on 
the University of Dundee’s campus. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/schs-spring-conference-tickets-54519308720
mailto:k.b.williams@dundee.ac.uk
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LUNCHTIME LECTURES 
 
All lunchtime talks take place at the Glasite 
Hall, St Andrews Church, King Street 
 
The doors of the Glasite Hall open at 
12:30pm with refreshments of tea/coffee 
and a biscuit available. 
 
Please note that the speaker may change 
due to factors out-with our control.  
 
Lectures commence at 1.00pm.  
  
 
Thursday - 4th April 2019 
 
“Colonel” Anne Mackintosh – the 
last Jacobite Heroine  
 

 
 
 
Euan MacPherson will talk about Ann 
Farquharson wife of Angus Mackintosh, 
chief of the Clan Mackintosh who raised 
500 men and fought for the Jacobite cause. 
Her husband fought for King George II. 
Find out more about this interesting 
woman and if she and her marriage 
survived the rebellion.  

 
Thursday – 2nd May 2019 
 
The Grocery Boy – A slice of his life 
in 1950s Scotland  

 
 
Robert Murray recalls the trials and perks 
of being a message boy in the 1950s.  
 

Thursday – 6th June 2019 
 
Glenearn and Glengyle: A Shining 
Example in Time of War  

 
 
Andrew Jeffrey talks about the ships and 
their exploits in wartime. After his last talk 
to the Friends on the ship collection we are 
looking forward to a very entertaining 
presentation.  
 

FDCA CONFERENCE 2019 

Saturday 19th October  
 
FDCA Conference will be held in Glasite 
Hall, St Andrews Parish Dundee, Cowgate, 
Dundee. The theme of this year’s 
conference is “30/50: Celebrating 50 years 
of Dundee City Archives and 30 years since 
the founding of the Friends of Dundee City 
Archives”. Further details will be 
announced soon.  


